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O TRAVELLERS FROM SOMEWHERE ELSE TO HERE
RISING FROM SHEFFIELD STATION AND SHEAF SQUARE

TO WANDER THROUGH THE LABYRINTHS OF AIR
CITY OF SPACE

OPEN SKIES AND STARS

THE STORM THAT WRECKS THE WINTER SKY
NO MORE DISTURBS THEIR DEEP REPOSE,
THAN SUMMER EVENING’S LATEST SIGH

THAT SHUTS THE ROSE

HER LONG LIMBS REACH TO THE 
MOORS BUT HERE, HERE 

LIES HER THROBBING HEART

DON’T THEY TEACH
YOU NO BRAINS 

AT THAT SCHOOL?

RAISE YOUR HEADS AND DANCE THE DANCE
OF MINDS THAT ARE ADVENTUROUS

FOR IF YOU TAKE THIS UPWARD GLANCE
YOUR NATURE MUST BE CURIOUS

WAKE UP
BUT DO NOT GET UP

AND DO NOT TURN ON THE RADIO
JUST LIE IN BED

LAUGHTER DIES OUT BUT IS NEVER DEAD
LAUGHTER LIES OUT THE BACK OF ITS HEAD

IMAGINE HAVING EVERYTHING TO PLAY FOR. 
THIS IS OUR PITCH. NOW HEAR US ROAR

A
POETRY
TOUR 
OF
SHEFFIELD

COME ON THEN,
FOLLOW THE RIVER’S NARRATIVE 

AS THE CITY WAKES
FROM DREAMS OF ITSELF
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Andrew Motion –
‘What If?’ (2007)* 
[SHEFFIELD HALLAM OWEN
BUILDING, HOWARD
STREET]

Andrew Motion aimed to
make poetry more
visible and durable
over the course of his
tenure as Poet Laureate
(19992009). Judging by
the scale of ‘What If?’
he certainly succeeded
on both counts.
Motion’s poem speaks
directly to visitors as
soon as they leave
Sheffield Station and
walk uphill to the city
centre. Descending from
the heights of the
Hallam University
building, it rouses
contemplation and
raises smiles as it
stands out against even
the dreariest of skies.

2

Roger McGough –
‘Twinned With Mars’ (2006)* 
[THE WINTER GARDEN’S
SURREY STREET
ENTRANCE]

The same wit and
accessibility that
first brought Roger
McGough fame as one of
the Merseybeat poets,
in the swinging scene
of 1960s longhaired
Liverpool, can be found
in this ode to the
Sheffield spirit.
McGough praises the
Sheffielder for quietly
getting on with things,
adapting to industrial
downturn without a
fuss, and not giving up
on the place. It’s
unpretentious praise
befitting a fairly
humble city  but one
so singularly beautiful
that it’s like no other
place in the world;
rather, McGough
suggests, Sheffield
should be twinned with
Mars.

Pop next door to
Millennium Gallery too,
to see musician/
Sheffield hero Richard
Hawley’s lifeaffirming
poem ‘Hey You!’

3

Harold Pinter –
‘Laughter’ (written 2007, 
installed in 2010)* 
[THE CRUCIBLE BOX
OFFICE]

Sparking what The
Sheffield Star referred
to as ‘the severed head
row’, the original plan
to display ‘Laughter’on
the Crucible’s exterior
caused some controversy
in 2007. At the age of
76, Pinter wrote the
poem while in Sheffield
for a theatre season in
his honour, apparently
stirred by the sound of
laughter that pervaded
the Crucible’s bar. 
A startling poem,
‘Laughter’ has a dark
tone that belies its
title, with its
references to the
‘laughing dead’. 
The poem remained out
of sight until the
Crucible’s
refurbishments were
complete, when the
decision was taken to
install the poem
indoors, in the lower
foyer of the Crucible
Theatre.

4

James Montgomery –
extract from ‘The Grave’ 
(written in 1804, carved in 1860)
[SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL
GRAVEYARD]

Upon moving to
Sheffield in his
twenties, the Scottish
hymn writer and poet
James Montgomery became
editor of the Sheffield
Iris, a weekly with a
liberal bent. For
praising the French
Revolution and
criticising local
injustices, the job
landed Montgomery two

stints in prison.
People of Sheffield
took more kindly to him
than the law did:
Montgomery Theatre was
named in his honour,
while a drinking
fountain still stands
on Broad Lane in his
memory. Montgomery’s
statue, bearing one of
his hymns and an
extract from ‘The
Grave’, was relocated
from his own grave in
Sheffield General
Cemetery to the
Cathedral grounds in
1971.

5

Benjamin Zephaniah –
‘Heroes’, ‘Questions’, ‘Minds’
(1998)* 
[PHOENIX COURT,
ROCKINGHAM STREET]

Pass Phoenix Court on
Rockingham Street and
words like ‘workers’,
‘sinners’, ‘freedom
fighters’, and
‘intellectuals’ jump
out  all different
kinds of people. On the
Rockingham Lane side,
it’s a series of
questions: ‘where are
your dreams?’, ‘where
is your path?’, ‘where
are your keys?’ Cut out
in stencil font in
steel grilles at each
window, the fact that
these words form two of
a triptych of poems by
Benjamin Zephaniah is
really quite
understated. The third,
‘Minds’, is within the
courtyard, to be seen
only by resident
students and their
visitors.

6

Bill Drummond –
‘Score 389. Listen Hard’ (2011) 
[NOVOTEL HOTEL BAR]

Bill Drummond wrote the
Sheffield Scores during
a residency with
Sensoria Festival. 
A set of nine site
specific pieces, they
explore the potential
for music everywhere
from Forgemasters to
the Wicker Arches.
Concerned with the ways
in which people have
come to experience
music in the twenty
first century, his text
scores are an
invitation to more
actively listen to
Sheffield, and to
imaginatively feel or
create sound. Though
produced for
performance rather than
as poetry, they’re
beautifully evocative
to read. 'Score 389'
was inspired by the
artist's time spent in
bed while staying at
the Novotel, and hangs
in a frame in the
hotel’s bar. 

7

Berlie Doherty –
‘Here Lies A City’s Heart...’ 
(written & originally carved 1997;
carved into bench 2013)*
[CENTRE OF THE MOOR]

Originally set into
paving stones to be
found underfoot on 
The Moor, Berlie
Doherty’s poem was 
recarved in a bench 
in 2013. The poem
anatomises Sheffield,
connecting its quiet
hills  the city’s
‘green bones’  to its
‘veins’ of rivers, and,
deep at its centre, the
city’s heart. Once the 
new market opens,
hopefully the poem
really will be right in
the throbbing heart of
Sheffield. Doherty also
wrote the riddle trail
in Sheffield’s
Botanical Gardens,
leading readers to all
sorts of curious
corners, from a
fossilised tree stump
to a bygone bear pit.

8

Jackie Kay –
‘Here’s My Pitch’ (2012)* 
[BRAMALL LANE 
FOOTBALL GROUND]

29th October 2012 marked
a first for a poet, when
Jackie Kay took to the
pitch to read to a
football stadium full of
fans awaiting kickoff. 
The poem is an
invocation of Arthur
Wharton, the world’s
first black professional
footballer, who played
for Sheffield United in
the 189495 season. The
match, Sheffield United
v. Portsmouth ended 10
to United. Funnily
enough, Sky Sports
didn’t broadcast the
former in their live
coverage from Bramall
Lane. A call for giving
the boot to prejudice
and intolerance, it’s
regrettable just how
pertinent the poem was
in 2012. It can be seen
on the John Street side
of the stadium,
alongside a portraitof
Wharton by Richard
Johnson.

9

Jarvis Cocker –
‘Trashed on Cider’ (2005)*
[THE FORGE STUDENT
ACCOMMODATION, BOSTON
STREET]

Written in steel
lettering thirty feet
high on the side of a
student hall of
residence, Jarvis
Cocker’s poem opens 
in fairly grandiose
fashion  with a
reference to the
futures being forged
within the building’s
walls. From such
elevated heights it
quickly turns, in true
Cocker style, to cruder
talk, of another chief
pursuit for many
students: namely,
getting trashed. It’s
an apt tribute to the
real horizonwidening
potential of student
life, that’s social as
well as scholarly.

10

Carol Ann Duffy –
‘Hand in Hand’ (2001)*
[OFF SHELDON ROW]

Follow the Five 
Weirs Walk from 
its start at Lady’s
Bridge and shortly
afterwards you’ll 
come across Carol 
Ann Duffy’s poem. 
On a footpath by 
the River Don it is
written into a large, 
bronze X, alongside 
a child’s handprint
cast in glass. In ‘Hand
in Hand’, Duffy speaks
to her daughter, Ella,
who was six years old
when it was written.
Though the poem is
highly personal, in 
it Duffy reflects on
Sheffield’s past at the
same time as she looks
ahead to her daughter’s
bright future.
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A
POETRY
TOUR 
OF
SHEFFIELD

Poetry has found a welcoming
home in Sheffield over the years.
Whether they’re embellishing
benches, overlooking stadium
cheers, or sitting up at students’
windows, works of poetry have
become part of the city’s
furniture.

Sheffield’s public poems invite
wonder and contemplation,
spark the imagination, and 
start discussion. As passers-by
read and re-read their words,
countless meanings take 
shape and re-shape in the 
minds of the city.

Since the earliest poem in our
tour was written, the general
reputation of poetry in society
has changed somewhat, but 
the craft that lies at its heart
remains – it just doesn’t
necessarily have to be packaged
in the form of a book for a poem
to reach the widest, most
receptive audience today.

Most of the poems that we take
you to form part of Off the Shelf
Festival’s remarkable Text and
the City project. Since the late-
1990s, the project has
commissioned several original
pieces of poetry for public
display in Sheffield. Its ongoing
popularity is testament enough
to the fact that poetry continues
to thrive and to speak to people.

Our tour takes you to just 
some of the poetry that is out
there on the walls and streets of
Sheffield, and there's sure to be
more in the future. So keep your
eyes and your minds open, and
enjoy reading and interpreting
the city’s poetry.

*part of the Text and
the City project,
commissioned by 
Off the Shelf.

We hope that you’ve enjoyed 
our poetry tour. If you spot any
note-worthy poems that we’ve
missed, please do get in touch.

An Eleven Design project. 
Design by Glenn Thornley 
and Ella Greyson. 
Words by Kathryn Hall.
With thanks to Off the Shelf.

www.ourfaveplaces.co.uk
@faveplaces
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