
River explorers
Suitable for: 11 to 16, 16+

Creative approaches to History &
Heritage, Outdoor city

Sheffield’s five rivers

Your river mission

Wildlife

Built where five rivers meet, Sheffield became an
industrial powerhouse, creating the steel that built
the modern world. Water power could also hold the
key to Sheffield’s future as a green, energy efficient
city with an information economy. These rivers are
the life of our city, past, present and future. So why
don’t we know them better?

The source of the Porter Brook is in the Peak District.
It comes down through Hunters Bar into the city
centre where it merges with the Sheaf. The Loxley
comes from Bradfield Moor, down through
Stannington to meet the Don at Owlerton. Which of
our five rivers is nearest to you, and where does it go? 

Imagine you’re a town planner. Your
challenge is to design a green space like
the one at Porter Brook, along one of the
city’s rivers. Where will your green space
be, what will you put in it and why?
#sheffieldrivers

Back when the city’s steel industry was huge, the
Don was so polluted it would sometimes catch fire.
Now the river runs clear again, you can see heron,
mink and even otters among the old factories. In
2019, salmon returned to the river for the first time in
150 years. 

Take part in this Sheffield Adventure. Each
Adventure is worth 1 CU credit.
Email adventures@createsheffield.co.uk
to share your learning, please include any
pictures/videos as evidence.
For Sheffield CU members, please include
the name of the Adventure you completed,
your full name, DOB, school name and CU
Passport to Learning number (found on
the front page of your Passport under the
consent sticker). Then we will inform
Children's University of your great work!
For other CU members, please include the
name of the Adventure and we will reply
with the CU Activity Code so you can
claim your credits.

For decades city waterways were
covered up, directed underground. Now
they’re being revealed again through a
process known as daylighting. Porter
Brook Pocket Park is a great example. It
used to be mistaken for a big drain, but
is now part of a tiny green oasis in the
city centre.

The Don
The Loxley
The Porter Brook
The Rivelin
The Sheaf

Did you know?

createsheffield.co.uk/adventures
We are Sheffield's Cultural Education
Partnership. We are supported by IVE, the
Bridge Organisation for Yorkshire and the
Humber. 

What you'll need

You could simply use pen and paper to
plan your green space.

Why not get inventive. Use lego or objects
around the house to help map your green
space. 

You might not be able to visit rivers right
now but there are plenty of pictures and
research you can do online. 

Earn CU Credits with Sheffield
Adventures

https://www.createsheffield.co.uk/adventures?agerange=3
https://www.createsheffield.co.uk/adventures?agerange=4
https://www.createsheffield.co.uk/adventures?tag=Outdoor+activities
mailto:adventures@createsheffield.co.uk
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/aug/29/river-runs-global-movement-daylight-urban-rivers
https://www.createsheffield.co.uk/adventures
https://weareive.org/

